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ROLE OF COOPERATIVES IN 'VIKSIT BHARAT"'

The 7 Cooperative Principles

o O
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Democratic
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Control

Viksit Bharat (Developed India) is a
vision and goal for India to achieve
comprehensive across multiple sectors,
transforming it into a developed nation. This
term is often used in Government policy
discussions, political rhetoric and national
development strategies. The vision of “Viksit
Bharat” includes objectives like high economic
growth, technological advancement, social
equality, environmental sustainability and
enhanced global standing. Besides, “Viksit
Bharat” is not only about economic progress but
also aims for social justice. Ensuring that
marginalized groups, including women, rural
populations and minority communities benefit
from development is one of the primary goals.

With approximately 25 percent of the
world’s cooperatives located in India,
Cooperative in India are poised to play a pivotal
role in India to achieve Viksit Bharat goal of the
Modi Government by 2047. Cooperatives have
made significant contributions to India’s
economy, including food security, poverty
alleviation, management of natural resources
and the environment, sustainable development,
and social inclusion. India’s strong cooperatives
driven by digital including, upholding socio-
economic livelithood and financial inclusion
have driven structural reforms and opened up
the economy for the progressive and
developmental agenda of Viksit Bharat.

Autoﬂomy

&

Independence
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Concern
for
Community
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Education, Training
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Meanwhile, “Viksit Bharat” and
cooperatives share symbiotic relations, having
independence, and fair allocation of resources.
In India, the cooperative sector has evolved
through green, white and blue revolution and is
very crucial for achieving $5trilling economy.
Cooperatives are community driven groups
established by individuals or small-scale
producers (women/farmers/professional) to
jointly oversee and run businesses, usually in
agriculture, finance, dairy, banking, housing
and other industries. Traditionally, these
cooperatives enable the local communities, be
they rural or urban, to substantially support the
goal ofan advanced India.

ROLE OF COOPERATIVES IN INDIA’S
DEVELOPEMENTAGENDA
Economic Empowerment :

Cooperative offer a forum for
individuals, particularly small-scale farmers,
artisans and business owners and women to pool
their resources and attain mutual advantages.
This is especially crucial for attaining financial
empowerment in rural and marginalized
regions, where cooperatives play a key role in
connecting producers with the market. Amul, is
one such example, which is the biggest dairy
cooperatives can contribute to economic growth
demonstrated how cooperatives can contribute
to economic growth and enhance the lives of
farmers. Amul played a pivotal role in

20 )
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revolutionizing India’s dairy sector and
establishing India as one of the leading milk
producers globally.

Agriculture and Rural Development :

1. Modernizing agricultural systems is
equally essential for the development of * Viksit
Bharat’, Cooperatives play a crucial role in rural
India ensuring increased productivity and
equitable prices for farmers. Cooperative
collectives allow, farmers to collectively buy
items such as seeds, fertilizers and equipment
and to market their crops more effectively,
leading to higher incomes ad contributing to
rural development. For instance, Indian Farmers
Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO), a
prominent cooperative, supplies fertilizers and
other necessary resources to farmers, making a
significant contribution to the agricultural
growth of India.

Cooperative institutions are merged and
function as PACS and these organizations are
now serving as Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi
Kendras and managing thousands of Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samriddhi Kendras, Furthemore,
Cooperative societies are repurposed as retail
outlets for petrol and diesel and many are now
involved in the distribution of LPG cylinders.
PACS are also taking on the role of ° Pani
Samitis’ (water Committees) in numerous
villages. In summary, the significance of PACS
and credit societies is growing, and their sources
of income are expanding as well.

2. Cooperatives are inherently designed to foster
fair growth and social integration, making them
vital for promoting inclusive development and
reducing poverty. They offer marginalized
communities, including small scale farmers,
women and rural entrepreneurs, a share in
economic progress. This inclusivity is crucial
for achieving the vision of “ Viksit Bharat”
where development benefits all strata of society.
For instance, organizations like SEWA (self
—Employed Women’s Association) empower
women through microfinance, training, and

57 )

1 Jel@dl, 2025

access o markets, thus enabling them to achieve
financial autonomy. The Lajjat Papad’s - a
women’ s cooperative success is commendable.
Financial Inclusion and Cooperative in the
Banking Sector

Cooperative banks and credit societies in
rural and urban areas have revolutionized
financial services to communities, where access
to formal banking institutions is limited.
Cooperatives promote savings, offer credit and
provide insurance services, thus promoting
financial inclusion, which is vital for economic
development. Example: The National
Cooperative banks and societies that offer
financial assistance to farmers and small
businesses.

Cooperative play a significant role in
creating employment opportunities, especially
rural area, through activities such as farming,
agro-processing, handicrafts and small-scale
industries, thereby providing jobs for millions
and addressing rural unemployment and
migration to urban areas. Cooperatives advocate
for sustainable and community-driven
development models, with a focus on
responsible resource management, which
includes sustainable farming practices, organic
agriculture and renewable energy projects.
These efforts are in line with the broader
objectives of environmental sustainability in a
“Viksit Bharat.” For instance, Cooperatives that
promote organic farming or focus on renewable
energy can contribute to the “Green India”
mission.

Government Support for Cooperatives in
India

a. In recognition of Cooperatives the
Government of India has introduced various
policies and institutions to support their growth.
This support is aligned with the broader goal of
achieving a *“ Viksit Bharat” .

b. Cooperative Societies Act: The Multi-state
Cooperative Societies Act, 2002 facilitates the
formation and functioning of cooperatives
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across state boundaries enabling them to operate
on a larger scale.

c. Ministry of Cooperation: In July 2021, the
Government of India created a dedicated
Ministry of Cooperation to strengthen of
Cooperative movement. This Ministry is
responsible for developing movement. This
Ministry is responsible for development
policies to enhance the role of cooperatives in
areas like agriculture, rural development and
financial services.

d. National Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC): The NCDC provides
financial and technical support to cooperative in
various sectors, including agriculture, fisheries
and rural industries. This plays a key role in
empowering cooperatives to achieve scale and
impact.

e. Digitalization of Cooperatives: As part of
the Digital India initiative, the Government is
promoting the digitalization of cooperative to
improve transparency, governance and
efficiency in their operations. This will enable
cooperatives to better connect with markets and
Government programs, enhancing their
contribution to “ Viksit Bharat” .

f. Establishment of 200,000 New Multi-
Purpose Cooperative Societies: To cover
underserved areas over the next five years.

g. White Revolution 2.0: Aiming to increase
milk procurement of dairy cooperative by 50 %
over the next five years by providing market
access to dairy farmers in uncovered areas and
increasing the share of dairy cooperative in the
organised the share of dairy empower women
and tackle malnutrition and other multifaceted
issues.

h. Cooperation among Cooperatives:
Enhancing collaborative efforts within the
sector

1. The Government has empowered
Primary Agriculture Credit Societies (PACS) to
engage in over 25 different activities by drafting

B
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anew model by-law.
Kay challenges faced by cooperatives
Despite their potential, Cooperative face several
challenges that need to be addressed to fully
realize their contribution to the ““ Viksit Bharat”
vision.
1. Limited Professional Management: Many
cooperatives especially in rural areas, lack
professional management and technical
expertise, which limits their efficiency and
capacity to scale.
2. Political Interference: In some cases,
cooperatives are subject to political
interference, which can compromise their
autonomy and effectiveness.
3. Financial Constraints: Access to finance
remains a challenge for many small cooperative,
as they may not have the collateral or credit
history required to obtain loans from formal
financial institutions.
4. Awareness and Education: Many
cooperative members lack awareness about the
benefits of cooperative and the rights and
responsibilities of members. Education and
capacity-building programs are necessary to
empower members effective participate and
manage their cooperative.
5. Fragmentation: The cooperative sector in
India fragmented, with many Small, localized
cooperative operating independently. Greater
coordination and collaborating between
cooperative could enhance their bargaining
power and ability to access Market.
Conclusion

Cooperatives play a crucial role in
India’s development journey toward a “Viksit
Bharat.” By empowering rural population
promoting inclusive growth and ensuring
equitable access to resources, cooperative
contribution to reducing poverty and improving
livelihoods strengthen the cooperative
movement is essential for a “Viksit Bharat”.
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Power “Grid allocates 250 cr
to renovate cremation sites

Leena Dhankhar
leena dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GUIUGI'IAM The Power Grid

‘one of the country’s

Navratna companies, has allo-
cated 250 crore

rate Social Rsponsimllty (CSR)

scheme to renowte cremation

and sites across

fitting a population of nearly 40

B Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) for the project
‘was signed between Power
and the Department of Develop—
ment and Panchayats in the

of chief minis-

presence
ter Nayab Singh Saini in Guru:
gram The CM praised the role of
companies in rural development
, calling it
= Comatiendsale step towards

social empowerment

“The MOU was signed by Dr J
K Abhir, Director General of the
Development and Panchayat
Department and Sanjay Kumar
Verma, General Manager of
Power Grid. Under the project,

{

Week in Gurugram on Thursday.

cremation grounds and burial
sites will be equipped with
boundary walls, paved path-
sheds, and drinking water
facilities.
As part of the project, Z10.98
S will be spent on 198 villa-
s in , ¥18.46 crore on

857 Villages in Kurukshetra,
25.15 crore on 106 villages in
Panipat, and 215.35 crore on 117
in Rewari. Power Grid
Chairman and Managing
Director R K Tyagi said that the
project would cost 249.94 crore.

t the 71st

of Haryana's broader social
development initiatives.

In a separate development,
the number of MBBS seats in
medical colleges increased to
2,185 earlier is togo up
0 3,485 over the next few years.
The CM said that the number of
MBBS seats in medical colleges
has been in from
2,185, while the number pe
seats has risen from 289 to 861.
Additionally, there are now 155
seats for PG diploma courses.
Over the next 3-4 years, the
number of MBBS seats is

to increase to 3,485. It
has also been decided that nurs-
and para-

The initiative is aimed at
improving lnfrastructure and
accessibility in rural are

“Since the formation of the
Haryana CSR Board in Novem-
ber 2018, which was upgraded to
the Haryana State CSR Trustin
March

in;

medical departments will also be
established in every medical col-
lege of the state, he added.

AlIMS in Rewari district

The chief minister said that the
overnment has taken over the

closed Gold Field Medica.l Col-

development projects have oo
executed under social participa-
tion programs. For the current
financial year, 350 crore has
been sllocated for similar initia-

The Shitham Project is part

and restar(ed it In (he name of
former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
The National Cancer Institute
has already been opened in
Badhsa in Jhajjar, while AIIMS is
being established in Majra, of
Rewari district.
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Agri credit societies to be set
up in each village: Minister

RAVINDER SAINI

TRERINY NTWS ST

ROHTAK, NOVEMBER 1§
Cooperation, Tourism and Jail
Minister Dr Arvind Sharma
has said the state govern-
ment's aim was to establish

primary agricultural credit *

societies (PACS) in every vil-
lage so as to connect more and
more people withiit.
Addressing a state-level
function at  Maharshi
Dayanand University (MDU)
here, Sharma said: “The state
government is determined to
realise the dream of PM
Narendra Modi by involving
‘more and more people in the
field of cooperation. For this,
special camps will be organ-
ised in every district head-
quarters in the coming time,
through which people will be
informed about cooperation
schemes so that they can
secome self-reliant by form-
g their groups.”
‘The minister pointed out that

xoperative sector of the state
|

C

Minister Dr Arvind Sharma in Rohtak.

would be developed onthelines

officers of the Cooperative

of Gujarat and Maharashtra. Department towork insuchan
f'l'he state government is effective manner that there is
implementing many schemes  an increase of 20 to 25 per cent
to promote cooperation to in the co-operative sector “At
enm_edimctbeneﬁt‘mtmse present, 55 lakh people- are
sector Tillafewyearsago, there tive committees of the state. All
was a demand for Haryana's ~ these people do their work by
milk products in other states forming groups. By forming
but some stagnation came in ~ small groups, citizens can join

between. Now, the time has
come to give it a momentum
again. HAFED's products are
being exported to Dubai and
Abu Dhabi,” said Sharma.

The minister i al

the cooperative sector and set
up petrol pumps, gas agencies
and warehouses. For this, loans
are being provided by the gov-
ernment at cheap interest
rates,” Sharma added.
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Work together to bring co-op
societies into profit: Minister

Mukesn TANDON

TRIRUNY NYWS SERVICE

SONEMT, DECEMBER 26
Co-operations, Prison, Her-
Htage and Tourism Minister
Dr Arvind Sharma on
Thursday gave a call to
work together to bring pri-
mary cooperative societies
into profit. He announced
that plans would be imple-
mented to set up govern-
ment co-operative product
Vita produce sales centres
at private places.

The Co-operations Minis-
ter Dr Arvind Sharma was
addressing the gathering
after inaugurating the dis-
trict-level  co-operative
awareness campaign in
Gohana on Thursday. The
Co-operatives Department
had geared up to bring pri-
mary agricultural coopera-
tive societies into profit, he

said. “We will make the
youth, especially women,
self-reliant and will work
to make them job
providers instead of job
seekers,” he added.

The minister said a special
action plan was being pre-
pared to bring primary co-
operative societies in the
state into profit on the lines
of Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Gujarat,

“Our goal is to provide
information about every
scheme of co-operative soci-
eties to farmers, women and
youth, so that they can
decide in which scheme they
can become self-reliant,” the
minister added.

Dr Sharma said the prod-
ucts of co-operative societies
were being sold in the Army
cantts and abroad in Dubai
and Abu Dhabi.

He said that co-operative
societies had to repay loans
on time dnd work together to
bring them into profit
through better marketing
system, “The Co-operative
Department is considering
that the youth should start
their own work by selling the
products of co-operative
institutions at private places
so that they can generate self-
employment,” he asserted.

Sharma inaugurated three
schemes, which  were
launched b; ipat Central
Cooperatw Limited,
‘mhare bujurg-mhari dharo-
har’, ‘veerangana Laxmibai
bachat yojana' and ‘nari
shakti utthan yojana’.

Overwhelmed with the
crowd, the Cabinet Minister
directed to continue the
awareness campaign in

Gohana till Saturday.
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IFFCO NAND UREA Plis |
IFFCO NAND DAP

Promises
More Yield And More Profit

World's First Nano Fertilizer by IFFCO

IFFCO

- y' ‘ﬂwa Nano
DAP

Liquid /

Wholly owned by Cooperafives ’“

& NANO [

Nano Di Ammonium Phosphate
LQuID  (8:16:0)
{ ,cnw Ilnlﬂm m

‘\‘ Nh]mm|mw
2,

Z,y\Less Cost, More Profifs
Suitable for all Crops
e

m INDIAN FARMERS FERTILISER COOPERATIVE LIMITED
IFFCO Sadan, C-1District Centre, Saket Place, New Delhi - 110017, INDIA
wia: wwerd v Phones: 91-11-26510001, 91-11-42592626. Website: www.iffco.coop

Wholly owned by Cooperatives




INTERACTIVE SESSION
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