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Grain Storage Programme in Cooperative Prospects
for the Development of Agrarian Economy

India, with 11% of the world's
cultivable land (16 crore hectares) and 18% of
the global population (140 crore out of 790
crore), faces a critical challenge in ensuring
food security. Despite being one of the world's
largest producers of food grains, with 311
million tons produced annually as per FAO
Statistical Data 2021, the country struggles
with inadequate storage infrastructure. The
total storage capacity of 145 million metric
tons falls short by a staggering 166 million
metric tons, highlighting a pressing need for
expanded storage facilities.

The proposed plan advocates for the
establishment of comprehensive agricultural
infrastructure at the grassroots level through
Primary Agriculture Credit Societies (PACS).
This includes warehouses, custom hiring
centers, processing units, and more,
transforming PACS into multifunctional hubs.
Such initiatives aim to significantly reduce
food grain wastage, strengthen national food
security, and empower farmers by enabling
them to negotiate better prices for their
produce.

Central to the objectives of this programme

are:

* Decentralization of Grain Storage:
Establishing decentralized storage facilities
at PACS levels across India.

* Reduction of Post-Harvest Losses:
Targeting a reduction of post-harvest losses
from the current 6% through improved
storage facilities.

» Cost Efficiency: Drastically reducing
handling and transportation costs associated
with multiple intermediaries.

* Prevention of Distress Sales: Empowering
farmers to store their produce and sell at
favorable prices, minimizing distress sales.

* Decentralized Procurement: Facilitating
decentralized procurement by agencies like
FClI and state governments.

 Hub and Spoke Model: Implementing a
storage-based model to enhance
distribution efficiency.

Furthermore, the programme offers
substantial benefits to farmers:
1. Improved Financial Flexibility:
Farmers can store their produce in PACS
warehouses, securing bridge finance for
subsequent crop cycles and selling at optimal
market conditions or at Minimum Support
Price (MSP), thus avoiding distress sales.
2. Access to Agri Inputs and Services:
Accessible at the village level, facilitating ease
of operations for farmers.
3. Diversified Income Streams:
Opportunities for additional income through
diversified business ventures.
4. Expanded Market Reach: Integration
into the food supply chain, enabling access to
broader markets and better price realization.
5. Reduced Post-Harvest Losses:
Enhanced storage capacity at PACS levels to
minimize losses and maximize profit margins
for farmers.
6. Enhanced Food Security: Ensuring
food security at the grassroots level, benefiting
consumers across villages and panchayats
nationwide.
In essence, the Grain Storage Programme in
Cooperative presents a transformative
opportunity to fortify India's agricultural
landscape. By leveraging the extensive
network and credibility of PACS, it promises to
not only mitigate food insecurity but also drive
economic empowerment at the grassroots
level.

Dr. K. P. Ranjan, Director, RICM, Chandigarh
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Sr. Indian Companies : Key Person Sr. Indian Companies : Key Persons
No. No.
1. Aditya Birla Fashion/Clothing : Peter 29. Jyothy Labs : MP Ramchandarn
England, Louis Philippe, Allen Solly,
Pantaloons
2. Amul: Cooperative : 36 Lakh milk 30. Lakhani : KC Lakhani
producers
3. Baidyanath: Ram Narayan Sharma 31. Lahori Zeera : Nikhil Doda, Saurabh
Munjal
4. Bajaj : Jamnalal Bajaj 32. Liberty Shoes : Adesh Gupta
5. Balaji : Chandu Bhai Virani 33. Linc Pen : Soorajmal Jalan
6. Bikaji: Shiv Ratan Aggarwal 34. Lizzat : Shri Mahila Griha Udyog
7. Bikano : Syam Sunder Aggarwal 35. Luxor : D. K. Jain
Bikanerwala
8. Britannia : Nusli Wadia group 36. Marico : Harsh Mariwala
9. Cantabil : Vijay Bansal 37. MCNROE : Narender Doga
10. Cavin Kare : C K Rangnathan 38. Marvel Tea : Nitin Jain
11. Cello : Ghisulal Rathod 39. MDH : Mahashay Dhar mpal Chunnnilal
Gulati
12. Cobb apparels : Atul Singla 40. Mrs Bector: Padam Shri Rajni Bector
13. Colourplus : Neelam Kanodia 41. Nirma : Karsan Bhai Patel
14. Cornitos : Vikram Aggarwal 42. Parle : Jayantilal Chauhan
15. Country Delight : Chakradhar Gade, 43. Priya Gold : BP Aggarwal
Nitin Kaushal: Food Brand
16. Cream bell : Devyani Food Industries 44, Rakesh Masale : S P Chaudhary
17. Dabur : Burman Family 45. Raymond : Singhania
18. Dawat Basmati Rice : Raghunath Arora 46. Rupa Hosiery: P R Aggarwal
19. Dixy Hoshiery : Prem Prakash Sikka 47. Tata : Jamsetji Tata
20. Dollar Underwear : Deen Dayal Gupta 48. TTK Prestige : TT Krishnamachari
21. DOMS : Rashiklal Raveshia 49. TOPS tomato ketchup : BM Seth, Chand
Seth
22. Emami : RS Aggarwal & RS Goenka 50. Veeba: Viraj Bahl
23. Flair Pens : Khubilal Rathod 51. VICCO : Vishnu Industrial Chemical
Company
24. Goldiee Masale : Surender Gupta, Som 52. Vini Cosmetics : Patel
Prakash Goenka
25. Gowardhan Ghee: Parag Milk Foods: 53. VIP Skybags : Dilip Piramal
Devender Shah
26. Haldiram's : Shiv Kishan Aggarwal 54. Wiekifield : S P Malhotra
27. India Gate Basmati Rice: KRBL Khushi 55. Wipro : Azeem Premyji
Ram Bihari Lal
28. ITC: Sanjiv Puri
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